ro the Inhabitants of the Town and Pariſh of Halifax. 


I70U MY COUNTRYMEN—You my fellow Labourers, who like myſelf depend on =; own Exertions for your Subſitence. and for 
the Mews of ſnpporting your Families, i is to you I addrefs myfelt :—Is there an Engliſh Heart that does not beat with Einotion at 
the preſent Hour. when our cruel and rap:cions Enemies are ſtraining every Nerve to invade us, to render our Native Land a Scene of Blood. 
ſhed and Defolation ! ! What are theſe Frenchmen? Have they not plu:idered every Country, into which either by Fraud or Force they have 
ained Admiſſion ? Have they not ſold the people of Venice, who received them as Friends? Do not the Hollanders, and Fl-mings, and the 
talian States groan under the Yoke of their Tyranny Have thev not, with the moſt dreadful Impiety, blaſphemed the Almighty Creator of the 
World, renounced bis Worſhip, denied his Providence, and ſet up a fantaitical Idol which they call the Goddeſs of Reaſon, as the Object of 
their Adoration ?—Have they given the -mallest Portion of Freedom to the miſerable Natives of their own Country, on te Contrary, whilft 
they have been planting Trees of Liberty, and anuting the People with the mummery of Civic Feſtivals, have they not vi.lted the right of ; 
private Judgment—dragged Men and Women by Thoufends to Priſons and to Scaffolds for their political or religious Opinions: De ſtroyed 
the Freedom of the Prefs, which they pretenced to encourage? — Left no Man in Safety either as to his Perſon or his Property ?— Without a 
Proceſs, without a Trial, without any Sentence or Verdict of Judge or Jury, have they not ſeized on the Perſons of Magiſtrates cloathed wit 
Authority, and Senators choſen by the People, and sent them unheard into the moit loathsome Banihments *—1t Tuts 1s To BE FREL, from xsuc 
Freedom may God in his Mercy deliver us !—Every honeſt Man will be ready to join me in that Prayer.—But, my Countrymen, let us remember 
the Fable, nd put on, Sloutders to the tel Let us be united as ont Man, and Fritain may deſy the World. — The Enemy refuſes Peace from 
the vain hope that our National reſources cannot bear us up agaimit the Burden of their Opprefiton—Le: us prove tc the- Confuſion, that 
Engliſh Liberty is above all price Ha⁴t aur last Guinea would be spent in the Contert, rather than we would consent to give up that Independence 
which belongs to us as a Nation of Freemen ;—and that we are as ready as our For»jathers ever were, e defend our Birt right with our last Breath. 

The World never beheld a more noble Scene than that which our Country at this moment preſents, When Men of all ranks, nay, even 
Women and Children and our very Soldiers and Sailor, are offering Part of their Pay and ſtriving with each other to ſupply the Means of Public 
Defence. Many however may not offer their Contributions, becaui? they imagine the mall Sum which they could conveniently spare, would be of 
no moment in the general Mass call upon thoſe to reflect what an important addition would be made, if every one who could ſpare a little, 
would devote that little to the Public Cauſe. The Gentlemen who give their attendance in their ſeveral Pariſhes, would receive thankfully 
every ſuch addition to the Stock under their Care—the Earnings of a Week, nay, even tt. oſe of a Day, would help to ſwell the general Maſs; 
and every Contributor, even of a Shilling, ought to be enrolled in the Lift of true Patriots and Lovers of their Country. 

A Committee is appointed for the Town, as alſo one for every Lownſhip of this Pariſh, who will receive with reſpect, and cauſe to be 
paid into the Bank of England in the Name of the Giver, the imalleit Donation for the public Detence—My Countrymen,let us cheriſh our 
happy Conftitution—s it not a free and happy Conſtitution—1s not every Man amongſt us Maſter of his own Actions poſſeſſing Liberty 
of Conſcience ;—left to Worſhip God in his own way without moleſtation ;—undifturbed by any Power or Authority while he conducts 
himſelf as an honeſt Member of Society? Here, and here only it is, that no Man is deſpiſed for his humble Birth or Condition: Who 
amongſt us is prevented from obtaining all the Advantages which Induſtry, Ingenuity, or Frugality can beſtow ? Is there on the face of the 
Earth, another Nation in which Men born in the humbleſt Claſſes of Life, are capable of attaining Fortune, Honour, and Diſtinctions, as we 


fee in thouſands of inſtances throughout the Britiſh Empire. 
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It would be eaſy to give Inſtances of Perſons who now hold ſome of the high Offices in the State, and who, though born of humble Paren 
reflect more Dignity on high Stations than they can derive from them; and many who by the free Exerciſe of their Genius and Induſt 
have raiſed princely Fortunes. and allied their Families to thoſe of our higheſt Nobility ;—thefe, my Friends, you may well remark, are the 
great Prizes of Life, which few indeed may expect to draw—but Fok around in yoar own Pariſh, Village, or Street, and ſee whether the 
wealthieſt Tradeſmen and Manufacturers amongſt your Neighbours, do not afford unanſwerable proof of th. Truth af my aſſertian 
that kere every Man may enjoy, and to any extent, the full Benefits of his own Exertions, and ſafely tranſmit them to his poſterity. True 
indeed it is, that many Thouſ.nds ſuffer the hardſhips of Poverty, but let us remember that © to earn his brezd by the ſweat of his brow 
is the lot of Man The neceſſity of that daily labour is, by the order of Providence, rendered the means by which the wants of all are ſupplied ; 
but here even poverty has lefs of mitery than in moſt other Countries; even thoſe who are ſupported out of the labour of others by the benevo- 
lent ſpirit of our Laws, have comtorts and conſolations unknown to the poor in almoſt every other Let us then, my Friends, cheriſh the love 
of our Country, and ſtand forward in its Defence let every Man remember that where much is given there only, much is required; but no pru- 
dent or thoughtful Man—no fincere Chriſtian—no kind Huſband'or affectionate Father no good Subject of any Age, Rank, or Condition, will, 
at ſuch a Time as this, bury his Talent in the Ground, or miis the Opportunity which now preſents, of roving his Affection to his Country, 
by adding ſomething, however little, to the great public Contribution Such is the Advice of your faithful Brother. 


A True Briton, 
The Committee of each Townſhip, is compoſed of the Miniſter, Conſtable and Churchwardens, 
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